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merely connected with others through considerable
similarity of experience built upon an equally
characterless basis; but he is organically related
to all the members of the race, not only bone of
their bone and flesh of their flesh, but mind of their
mind. He is connected with others by a thousand
subtly interwoven threads of emotion which enter
into his life, and unite his desires and activities
with the functions of the larger organism of which
he is a member.

The theory of evolution has thus an important
contribution to make to the question of the relation
between egoism and altruism. It has remained for
it to show historically how the individual is so con- $? nai?r
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nected with the community that the good, or the
pleasure, of the one cannot be considered apart from
that of the other. Prom the non-evolutionist point
of view it was always open to show how the indi-
vidual depended on society, how his wants could
only be supplied by it, and how the security and
happiness of every one were bound up with those
of his fellows. The individualistic theory was thus
able to give all sorts of egoistic reasons why people
should indulge in what is now called altruistic
conduct. Self was seen to be " a poor centre for
a man's actions," and only chosen by the short-
sighted person, who thereby missed both the good
to himself that followed from his neighbours' well-
being, and the peculiar pleasure of sympathy and